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Prime Minister for the direction and fate of his party;
at most, within eight years the reins of control will pass
to another hand.
It is impossible, indeed, to contemplate the office of
Prime Minister without the emphasis that its evolution
is a signal demonstration of the value of parliamentary
government. It confers the responsibility required while
it retains upon the exercise of that responsibility a series
of controls which have, so far, worked with remarkable
efficiency. The Prime Minister who cannot drive his
team goes, as Lord Salisbury went. The Prime Minister
who is held, rightly or wrongly, to lack ..the initiative for
his task, is driven from office, as Mr. Asquith was driven
from office; and it is probably not unfair to say that the
main reason for the replacement of Mr. MacDonald by
Mr. Baldwin in the summer of 1936 was the wide
realization that, under the former's leadership, the future
continuance in office of the National Government might
well be placed in jeopardy. The system, in brief, provides
that office shall test its occupant by the pragmatic criti-
cism of a successful response to popular demand. The
loyalty a Prime Minister can evoke has little about it
of constraint or artificiality. No doubt his own Press
will seek to make him out a superman; but its idealiza-
tions will be at least as fully corrected by the Press of
the other side. He thinks and speaks and acts in an
atmosphere in which criticism has every opportunity and
reason to reveal his weaknesses; for his opponents pre-
pare the ground for their victory by the ability with which
this task is performed. And that is not the case only with
his opponents. The Prime Minister is judged, less ob-
viously perhaps, but not less closely, by his own sup-
porters. The knowledge that they live by his success
means a compulsion upon him to bend all his energies
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